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June 22, 2009

The Honorable Members

Pennsylvania House of Representatives

Harrisburg PA  17120

Dear Representatives:
We strongly urge you to support House Bill 746, as amended by the House last week, when it comes to the floor for final passage.  

The rate protections contained in this bill would spread the cost of medical care more broadly and thereby make the cost of that care more manageable.      

Furthermore, the rate protections in HB 746 would bring greater stability and predictability to the market, qualities badly needed by the many smaller employers who want to provide coverage for their employees.  Without this legislation, these employers will be left with no way to anticipate and plan for the costs of coverage; they will continue the jeopardy of annual rate spikes that have driven many to drop coverage entirely.
While this bill will not directly impact the cost of medical care, it will enable more employers to provide coverage for their employees.  This is very much in the public interest as coverage translates into better health, more peace of mind, greater productivity, fewer bankruptcies, and lower public costs for uncompensated care.  

Moreover, by ending the current practice of medical underwriting, HB 746 will enable older and partially disabled employees to consider job changes without fear that a prospective employer will view them as driving up his/her cost of insurance.
The amendments made to the bill last week will ensure that implementation of the bill by the Insurance Commissioner occurs through an open and public process.  
This bill, which does not require the expenditure of public funds, will help stem the decline of private health insurance coverage in our state.  It deserves your support.

Thank you.

Respectfully submitted,

Acquired Brain Injury Network of Pennsylvania 

Barbara A. Dively, Executive Director
Community Justice Project

Peter Zurflieh, Managing Attorney

Consumer Health Coalition (Pittsburgh)

Ted Zimmer, Organizer

Erie Health Access Network

Roberta Yetman, Co-coordinator

Health Care for America Now – Pennsylvania Chapter

Marc Stier, State Coordinator

Hispanic American Council (Erie)

Joel C. Tuzynski, Executive Director

Jewish Labor Committee 

Rosalind Spigel, Director

Karen Singer Tileworks

Karen Singer, Owner

Lutheran Advocacy Ministry in Pennsylvania

Marissa Harris, Advocacy Developer

Mayor’s Office of Consumer Affairs (Philadelphia)

Lance Haver, Director

Maternity Care Coalition

JoAnne Fischer, Executive Director

Pathways PA

Carol Goertzel, Executive Director

Pennsylvania Budget and Policy Center

Sharon Ward, Director

Pennsylvania Health Care for Health Care Workers Campaign

Tracy L. Lawless, Campaign Coordinator

Philadelphia Unemployment Project

John Dodds, Executive Director

SEIU Pennsylvania State Council

Eileen Connelly, Executive Director

United Food and Commercial Workers, Local 1776

Wendell W. Young IV, President
Unitarian Universalist Pennsylvania Legislative Advocacy Network

Cynthia Jones, Coordinator
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